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THE STEEL INDUSTRY OF JAPAN 2017
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Exports decreased 1.0% to 41.21 million tons, declining for the third consecutive year, but imports increased 0.9% to 8.10 million tons,
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In 2016, Japan’s iron and steel exports decreased for the third consecutive
year, declining 1.0% to 41.21 million tons. The main cause was downturns in
exports to India, the United States and Taiwan. South Korea is the largest
buyer of Japan’s steel exports (6.96 million tons), followed by Thailand (5.78
million tons), China (5.53 million tons), Vietnam (2.66 million tons) and
Taiwan (2.57 million tons).

Exports of ordinary steel products decreased 2.6% to 27.15 million tons, the
first downturn in two years. Exports were down in major product categories.
There were declines of 0.6% to 12.98 million tons for hot-rolled sheets and
coils, the largest category, 6.6% to 2.90 million tons for heavy and medium
plates, 0.4% to 2.70 million tons for cold-rolled sheets and coils, and 6.5% to
2.95 million tons for galvanized sheets.

Total iron and steel imports in 2016 were up 0.9% to 8.10 million tons, the
first increase in two years. Ordinary steel product imports were down for the
second consecutive year, falling 1.5% to 4.27 million tons but remaining
over 4 million tons for the sixth consecutive year.

There were declines in imports of heavy and medium plates, cold-rolled
sheets and coils, and galvanized sheets, but hot-rolled sheets and coils, the
largest category, increased 2.5% to 1.69 million tons. South Korea is the
largest exporter of ordinary steel products to Japan (2.99 million tons),
followed by Taiwan (950,000 tons) and China (300,000 tons). These three
countries accounted for 99.1% of Japan’s ordinary steel product imports in
2016.
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Iron and Steel Exports by Type of Steel [thousand tons,%] Iron and Steel Imports by Type of Steel [thousand tons,%]
18 Products 2014 | 2015 | 2016 [iggik(s); HEoHEH &%  Products 2014 | 2015 | 2016 iHAUlk(%)  FEoRAE
£ Share (%): oroanis :Share (%) :20f6/2015) (4
$gk Pig iron 48 55 18! 0.0:467.3 $#8% Pig iron 291 128 122! 15: 443
52384 5 Steel ingots and semifinished steel | 5,330 | 4,814| 4,542! 11.0: A57 R EELHS Steel ingots and semi-inished steel | 259 |  156| 2027 25 295
w | B8 Long products | 2635 3,131] 2962 7.2: A54| | | %88 longproducts | 292] 212 215: 27! 15
= | B15& Rails 616 644 619: 1.5 A38 3 | 8% Rails 3 4 4 0.0: 3.8
8 | W38 (24EMR) Steel shapes and sheet pilings | 1,008 | 1,116| 917! 2.2:417.9 45 | W38 (&8%1R) Steel shapes and sheet pilings 137 58 95! 1.2 632
8 | %38 Steel bars 209| 616/ 656! 16 66| || 448 Steel bars 43| 4 35! 04:4a133
M| 4844 Steel wire rods 71| 756 7700 1.9: 19| |M| 84t Steel wire rods 100| 109| 81! 1.0:a259
S | 3814 Flatrolled product | 22/655123842|23387; 56.8: A19| | Q| BRI Flatrolled product | 4389| 3944 3884; 47.9: Al1.5
5| E#tRk Heavy and medium plates | 2,816| 3,104| 2,900: 7.0: A6.6 5 | Btk Heavy and medium plates 677| 592| 559: 6.9: A56
3 | ¥R 5% Hotrolled sheets and coils | 11,405 |13,065(12,982! 31.5! 4A0.6 3 | SR §% Hotrolled shests and colls | 1,727 | 1,653 | 1,6941 209! 25
@ | AMESEIRAE Coldrolled sheets and coils | 2,837 | 2,713| 2,704! 66 404 @ | AMESHELE Coldolled sheets and coils | 1,005| 845| 815! 10.1: A35
8 | BS4BIR Electrical sheets 811 735| 693: 17! A58 8 | BS$BIR Electrical sheets 44 46 45. 0.6 A34
g | 7Y% Tinplate 572 633 655! 1.6 3.4 T | 7Y% Tinplate 21 17 18: 0.2 8.2
§. HE A& Galvanized sheets | 3,767 | 3,155 2,950§ 72 AB5 §. HEhH-EMIR Galvanized sheets 810| 726| 695 86: 443
% FORRTEIMBRIR Other surface-treated and coated sheets 447 436 504:; 12: 154 % FORRFEALERIR Other surface-eated and coated sheets 106 65 58: 07: A97
$@% Tubular products 1,452 895| 801: 1.9:4105 $B%& Tubular products 228| 184| 174: 21 : A55
&t Total 26,742]27,868/27,150! 65.9: 426 5t Total 4908 | 4,339 4,273: 527 Al15
Y%l Special steel products | 8840| 7,717| 8,430: 205; 9.2 ¥ 5 3BM Special steel products | 1,074 975[ 1,091: 135 11.8
Z k&5 Secondary products 688 667 678: 161 1.7 ZR&Y5 Secondary products 812 752 7511 93! A0.1
ZDfth Others 438| 521| 388! 0.9:4255 ZDfth Others 1,936| 1,677| 1,663: 20.5: 4A0.8
&5t Total 42,087 |41,642|41,206: 100. 0: a1.0 &5t Total 9,282 8,028| 8,102 100.0 : 0.9
#4%8 (1008KJV) Value (US$ million) | 40,440 |32,792|28,792: i A122 #%8 (1007 K)L) Value (USS$ million) | 10,056 | 7,547 | 7,039 : -1 AB7
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Source: "Trade Statistics of Japan" Ministry of Finance
Note: "Others" include ferroalloys, cast-iron pipes and clad steel.
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