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Declaration by the Metals Industry on Recycling Principles

Corresponding author: John Atherton, ICMM - International Council on Mining & Metals, IntJLCA 12 (1) 59 - 60 (2007)

The recycled content approach may be a useful metric for  The weakness of the recycled content approach arises from
material that would otherwise be incinerated or landfilled the fact that a simple account of the history of a material
as waste (assuming that these waste management treatment  provides no assessment of actual environmental performance.
processes would result in higher environmental impacts than - The recycled content metric does little to guide decision-
the materials recycling), which can be diverted to recycling K ishi b Is and 1 :
o makers wishing to better manage metals and metal contain-
and reuse. Importantly, this is not the case for metals —as - . .
ing products. Moreover, and of particular concern, pursuit

of recycled content may generate market distortions and
result in environmental and economic inefficiencics.

discussed above, metal recycling 1s economical and the re-
cyclf:d metal market is mature.

Unfortunately, application of the recycled content approach
may create market distortions and environmental inefficien-  Endorsed by:
cies. If a designer specifies high recycled content in a well-
meaning effort to reduce environmental impacts, it may stimu-
late the market to direct recycled feedstock towards desig-  Cobalt Development Institute www.thecdi.com
nated products and away from production where recycling

American lron and Steel Institute www.steel.org

Eurofer (European Confederation www.eurofer.org
of Iron and Steel Industries)

1s most economical. For metals, where there is a limited sup-

ply of recycled feedstocks, market stimulation 1s ineffective

and may result in inefficient processing and unnecessary ~ Eurometaux (representing the _ www.eurometaux.org
transportation. European non-ferrous metal industries)
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