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Exports were 41.23 million tons, down 5.0% from 2010 and the first decline in two years. Imports increased for the second consecutive year, climbing
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Total iron and steel exports in 2011 decreased 5.0% to 41.23 million tons,
the first decline in two years. But this was still the second-highest level ever
after the record-high of 43.40 million tons in 2010. Exports were high in the
year’s first half, primarily to Asia. There was a clear downturn in exports in
the second half due to the yen’s increasing strength, flooding in Thailand and
other factors. South Korea was the largest buyer of exported steel from Japan
(8.85 million tons) followed by China (6.90 million tons), Thailand (4.62
million tons) and Taiwan (3.53 million tons).

Exports of ordinary steel products in 2011 were 6.6% lower than in 2010,
the first decline in two years. One reason was a 4.7% decrease in exports of
hot-rolled sheets and coils, the largest category of exports. Furthermore,
exports were lower for heavy and medium plates, cold-rolled sheets and coils,
galvanized sheets and almost all other categories of ordinary steel products.

Total iron and steel imports increased 15.1% to 8.30 million tons, rising for
the second consecutive year. Imports of ordinary steel products were up
22.4% partly because of the yen’s strength, the second consecutive annual
increase. Imports of hot-rolled sheets and coils, the largest category, increased
13.3%. Imports were also higher for heavy and medium plates, cold-rolled
sheets and coils, galvanized sheets, wire rods and most other categories.
South Korea is the largest exporter to Japan (2.95 million tons), followed by
Taiwan (820,000 tons) and China (640,000 tons). Collectively, these three
countries accounted for 98.3% of Japan’s imports of ordinary steel products
in 2011.
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Note: "Others" include ferroalloys, cast-iron pipes and clad steel.

Source:"Trade Statistics of Japan" Ministry of Finance

HAT A B S#ET  Source: "Trade Statistics of Japan" Ministry of Finance Note: "Others" include ferroalloys, cast-iron pipes and clad steel.






