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Global Crude Steel Production and Year-on-Year Change
(BA1:10073h)
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Global crude steel production down for the second consecutive year

The global economy weakened rapidly in the first half of 2009,
particularly in industrialized countries, due to the impact of the financial
crisis that began in 2008. Signs of a recovery appeared in the second half as
monetary easing and economic stimulus programs by governments
worldwide started producing benefits. According to a January 2010 forecast
by the IMF, the global GDP growth rate was expected to fall from 3.0% in
2008 to negative 0.8% in 2009, the first contraction in the postwar era. Even
in emerging and developing economies, GDP growth plunged from 6.1% in
2008 to 2.1% in 2009. In 2010, the global GDP is expected to expand by
3.9%, the combination of 2.1% growth in industrialized countries and 6.0%
in emerging and developing countries.

According to the World Steel Association and other sources, 2009 crude
steel production decreased by 7.9% from 2008 to 1223.70 million tons, the
second consecutive year-to-year decline. Production was up by 13.5% in
China to 568.03 million tons and 8.7% in India to 62.84 million tons. There
were big downturns elsewhere: down by 29.9% to 138.78 million tons in the
EU27, down by 26.3% to 87.53 million tons in Japan, down by 12.5% to
59.94 million tons in Russia, and down by 36.7% to 58.20 million tons in the
United States. China, India and Iran were the only major steel producers
where output increased.

In 2009, China was the largest crude steel producer, accounting for 46.4%
of global output. This was followed by Japan with a 7.2% share, India with
5.1%, Russia with 4.9% and the United States with 4.8%. India moved up to
number three in 2009 and Turkey joined the top 10 while the United States
fell back to number five. China has ranked first for 15 consecutive years
after its crude steel production surpassed Japan’s output in 1996.
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Global Crude Steel Production, by Region
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Source: World Steel Association

Note: Data for "Others" include other European countries, Middle East, Africa and Latin America.
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Crude Steel Production, by Country
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Source: World Steel Association
Note: Ranking is for 2009. * Figures use the country’s official statistics.
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Crude Steel Production of the World's Major Steel Companies
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Source: Metal Bulletin (14 June 2010)
Note: *1. 2009 production includes Ningbo Steel.
*2. Jinan Steel and Laiwu Steel were integrated in March 2008.

Does not include Rizhao Steel.
*3. Includes Corus (UK).
*4. 2009 production includes Changzhi Steel.
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