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Exports were down 9.7% to 34.44 million tons, the first decline in four years, and imports were 4.61 million tons,

Total iron and steel exports in 2009 decreased by 9.7% to 34.44 million
tons, the first decline in four years. In the first quarter of the year, exports fell
by 37.9% from one year earlier. The environment for exports deteriorated
rapidly due to the global recession that followed the September 2008
financial crisis. Steel exports to Asia started recovering in the second half. In
the fourth quarter, exports were 30.9% higher than one year earlier. For the
year, South Korea was the largest buyer of Japanese exported steel (9.83
million tons), China was second (6.47 million tons), Taiwan was third (3.37
million tons) and Thailand was fourth (2.99 million tons).

Exports of ordinary steel products were lower for the first time in four
years, declining by 15.5% from 2008. Exports of hot-rolled sheets and coils,
heavy and medium plates and some other products were higher. But there
were big declines in exports of galvanized sheets, cold-rolled sheets and
coils, shapes and steel pilings, bars and other products.

Total iron and steel imports were lower for the second consecutive year,
dropping by 42.2% to 4.61 million tons. Imports of ordinary steel products
were also down for the second consecutive year as sluggish domestic demand
held these imports to 2.49 million tons. There was a 37.7% decline in imports
of hot-rolled sheets and coils, which is the largest product category for imported
steel. Imports of cold-rolled sheets and coils, galvanized sheets and other
products decreased, too. But imports of wire rods increased by 6.5%. South
Korea is the largest exporter to Japan (1.56 million tons), followed by Taiwan
(530,000 tons) and China (300,000 tons). Together, these three countries
accounted for 96.1% of Japan’s imports of ordinary steel products in 2009.
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Iron and Steel Exports by Type of Steel
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down for the second consecutive year
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Ordinary Steel Product Imports from Major Suppliers
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